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American people, to combat racism in
our society, to raise awareness of how
racism damages our nation and our so-
ciety, to point to the ideals that bind
us together as citizens of this great na-
tion. Thank you.

———

SUPPORT FOR THE U.S. COAST
GUARD

Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, I rise
today to thank the chairman and rank-
ing member of the Appropriations
Committee, Senators BYRD and STE-
VENS, for working with me and so many
others in support of the $92 million for
the U.S. Coast Guard. This funding was
included in the 2001 Emergency Supple-
mental Appropriations bill we recently
passed.

The Coast Guard needs this assist-
ance to meet basic operational ex-
penses and fund unexpected fiscal year
2001 budget requirements. We must
support the critical services that the
Coast Guard performs across the coun-
try. By passing this bill, we have dem-
onstrated our strong support for its
missions and will help it stay in the
business of saving lives.

Known as ‘‘the rescue expert,” our
Coast Guard responds to 40,000 search
and rescue cases each year, saving 3,800
lives. And, though it is the rescue and
response missions that get the head-
lines, the Coast Guard also is very
dedicated to preventing emergencies.
The Coast Guard inspects all commer-
cial ships—including cargo ships, tank-
ers, and cruise ships.

There are many other ways that the
Coast Guard protects our citizens. One
major component of Coast Guard oper-
ations is drug interdiction. Last year,
the Coast Guard seized more than 66
tons of cocaine, with a street value of
$4 billion—that’s more than the total
operating cost of the entire Coast
Guard.

Perhaps one of the Coast Guard’s
toughest jobs is the day to day enforce-
ment of U.S. immigration law. Coast
Guard men and women are challenged
daily to carry out their responsibilities
with due regard for the law, human
dignity, and above all, the safety of
human life. It is a tough job, and each
case is unique. But day in and day out,
the Coast Guard continues to carry out
its duties with professionalism and a
never-ending commitment to those it
serves.

These are just some of the vital mis-
sions the Coast Guard conducts. But
the Coast Guard is reaching the point
where it is stretched so thin and the
condition of its equipment is so poor
that I fear it will no longer be able to
sustain daily operations.

When compared to 41 other maritime
agencies around the world, the ships
that make up our Coast Guard fleet of
cutters are the 38th oldest. Because the
fleet is so old, the Coast Guard has had
to spend twice as much money to fix
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equipment and hull problems. This is a
very serious problem, Mr. President. It
is a problem that does not result from
mismanagement, but rather, it is a
problem that has resulted from a con-
tinual lack of adequate funding for our
Coast Guard.

We need to provide the Coast Guard
with the resources necessary so the
American people can have the services
that they require and deserve. The
funding included in the 2001 Emergency
Supplemental Appropriations bill cer-
tainly will help keep our Coast Guard
afloat. And, we must remain com-
mitted to ensuring that our Coast
Guard has adequate resources not just
now, but well into the future.

I look forward to continuing to work
with my colleagues on this vital issue.

———

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT
OF 2001

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. President,
I rise today to speak about hate crimes
legislation I introduced with Senator
KENNEDY in March of this year. The
Local Law Enforcement Act of 2001
would add new categories to current
hate crimes legislation sending a sig-
nal that violence of any kind is unac-
ceptable in our society.

I would like to describe a terrible
crime that occurred March 13, 1998 in
San Francisco, California. A gay man,
Brian Wilmes, 45, was beaten to death
allegedly by another man who yelled
anti-gay epithets and then fled with a
woman. HEdgar Mora, 25, was charged
with murder.

I believe that government’s first duty
is to defend its citizens, to defend them
against the harms that come out of
hate. The Local Law Enforcement En-
hancement Act of 2001 is now a symbol
that can become substance. I believe
that by passing this legislation, we can
change hearts and minds as well.

———
RURAL TRANSPORTATION

Mrs. CARNAHAN. Mr. President, I
rise today to acknowledge a group of
courageous young men and women
from Canton, MO. They are visiting the
Nation’s capital this week.

The group’s journey began more than
a year ago on a two-lane road in north-
east Missouri. Seventeen-year-old Kris-
tin Hendrickson was killed on Highway
61 when her car struck another vehicle
head on. A four-lane road with a di-
vider might have saved her life.

Kristin was just a few months away
from graduation at Canton R-5 High
School. Her unused prom dress hung in
her closet, a reminder of how full of
life she had been.

Kristin’s friends tried to make sense
of what happened.

Determined to make something posi-
tive out of this terrible loss, they
started a grassroots movement: Stu-
dents of Missouri Assisting Rural &
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Urban Transportation, or SMART.
Their goal was to ‘‘promote and ensure
the safety of rural transportation
needs in the State of Missouri.”

Many of the students who created
SMART graduated a few weeks later,
but younger students carried on the
work. And those who graduated stayed
involved as advisors.

The group developed four objectives:

First, to educate the public on the
need to improve local transportation;

Second, to grow into other local dis-
tricts, and then move statewide;

Third, to lobby legislators for fund-
ing to improve rural transportation;
and

Fourth, to contact candidates for
statewide office for their position on
transportation, and use this informa-
tion to educate the public.

SMART has already become a power-
ful advocacy group in Missouri. Just 2
months after the organization was
founded, the nonpartisan group made a
presentation at a meeting of the Mis-
souri Highway and Transportation
Commission. Their members have also
addressed the Missouri Governor’s Con-
ference on Transportation. Representa-
tives of the group have met personally
with Missouri Governor Bob Holden
and members of the Missouri General

Assembly to encourage additional
funding for rural transportation
projects.

But their greatest victory to date
came in January when the Missouri
Department of Transportation an-
nounced that it would upgrade more
than 10 miles of highway 61 between
Canton and LaGrange to a four-lane
road.

Although the victory came too late
for Kristin, there is no way to know
how many lives it will save in the
years to come. It would not have hap-
pened without the forceful activism of
these young people.

I am extremely proud of these young
people. Not only because of what they
accomplished, but because of what they
still intend to accomplish. They are
not yet satisfied, and we have not
heard the last of them.

The group continues to organize
similar groups throughout Missouri.
They have come to Washington this
week to encourage Members of Con-
gress to support highway safety and to
advocate for additional federal re-
sources for transportation infrastruc-
ture.

These committed young people can
teach us all a lesson about how to get
things done. The example they have set
is not just valuable for other young
people, but also for adults who have
grown cynical about the political proc-
ess. These young leaders have shown
that you can make a difference—
through action and determination. And
I intend to work with them to increase
the Federal Government’s investment
in our Nation’s highways.
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